HOLY SPIRIT CATHOLIC CHURCH
DIOCESE OF TYLER

This week’s Reconciliation

Celebration of the Mass Tuesday 9:45 - 10:30 am

Saturday 4:00 - 4:45 pm
Sunday  8:00 - 8:45 am

Saturday  5:00 pm
Sunday 9:00 am
Tuesday 9:00 am
Communion Service
Friday 9:00 am
Communion Service

Sacrament of the Sick

Oftered the first Friday
after 9:00 am & 5:00 pm
Mass or by request.

Adoration
Tuesday
9:45 am - 12:30 pm
6:00 pm - 7:00 pm

Marriage or Baptism

Contact the parish office
six (6) months prior to the
anticipated date.

1612 S FM 2869
HOLLY LAKE RANCH, TX 75765
Parochial Administrator Fr. John Gomez
Priest-in-residence: Fr. Ariel Cortes 936-526-1296 frcortes@yahoo.com
Deacon: Dcn. John Erdag 949-285-5695 jerdag@hotmail.com
Office Manager: Bridget Rich 903-769-3235 holy.spirit2@yahoo.com

The Most HOL5 Trf,wi,t@
June 15, 2022

TODAY'S READINGS !j

1ST READING:
PRV 8:22 - 31

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:
PS8:4-9

2ND READING:
ROM5:1-5

GOSPEL:
JN16:12-15




The Moot Hely Trinily

Church Organizations

Fr. John Gomez
Charlie Clymer

Parochial Administrator
Financial Council

Pastoral Council John Rigney

Virtus Justin Mahaffey

Knights of Columbus Jerry Hauck
4th Degree Knights Gary Laudt

Marge Clymer
Jane Bidlack
Bryan Todd

Legion of Mary

Food Pantry

Music Ministry

Rosary Makers/Prayer Blankets
Cenacle of Life

Carol Szczepanski
Vicki Hauck

Pope’s June Intention

That the world might grow in compassion. Let us pray that each one of
us might find consolation in a personal relationship with Jesus, and
from his Heart, learn to have compassion on the world.
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©© Remember the sick of our parish: Judy Terry; Charlie Clymer; Chris Paladino; Bob
Mailliard; Erin Sine; Ryan Melton; Randy Munoz; Stan Evans; Jess & Eva Corrigan; Elaine
March & Rosemary Seltzer; Maureen Tucker; Lou & Ray Masferrer; Patrick Wood; Marga-
ret Smith-Cauley; LaMarylis & Carl Hodges; Wyatt Cesarz; Dale Boman, Elmer Mulhollon,
Ram Singh, Pat Schmear, Barbara Schneider; Helene Kaczowka; Mary Ott; Emly Walker; Cindy
Sue Erdag; Emeress Aiwohi; Fr. Ariel Cortes; Joe Bonneville; Wauneta Winton; Joe Fazzio; Juan
& Barbara Delgado; Avery Boultinghouse; Jo & Doris Hoffman; Roy Marchak; David Borel; Verna
Sloan: Mike Stephens; Kathy Bowers; Msgr. Ron Diegel; Chris & Dave Paape; Richard Schuetz,

Welcome
Bereavement Deacon John Erdag Jodie Woods; Jean Hamilton; Kathleen Fleming; Jaye Anderson; Greg Mooney; Karee Haney;
Charlie Parker; Jacob Stephens.
PARISH SUPPORT
Attendance: 67 SAT: 64 6/8 SUN:123 PLEASE NOTIFY THE CHURCH OFFICE TO REMOVE OR ADD A NAME/RANK
Tf 2 TO EITHER OF THESE LISTS.
O?fe;g;ns ror : $  3171.00 " Rgmemberthe active militarvl of our parish: Senior Chief Petty Officer, James
Building & Maintenance $ 245.00 I~ | Nichols, (Nephew of Dcn John & Cindy Sue Erdag). Sergeant Steven Blackburn, US Army
u (Nephew of Michael & Kathleen Laurel) Cody Mitchell, LTJG Navy (Son-in-law of Stan &
MAY SECOND COLLECTIONS Terrie Evans). Ben Clymer, Air Force (Grandson of Charlie & Marge). Captain Joseph
- : Chandler, U.S. Army (Nephew of Mike & Margaret Jernigan). Lt. Gary Buchanan; Lt Will Corri-
5571 é‘ g /g: %ﬂ:ﬁgg Srrll gsﬁﬂgr}tillfgicgzd gan (Great Nephews of Jess & Eva Corrigan). Paul Moreno AMT 2nd Class (Grandson of Kathy &
6/28 & 6/29: Peter's Pence Dale Boman). Staff Sergeant Daniel Hodan. U.S. Army (Grandson of Ron & Barbara Eamma).
Petty Officer 2 Rainer Hauck (Grandson of Jerry & Vicki Hauck & nephew of Jeff & Cathy Ellis).
JUNE UPCOMING EVENTS
Sat 6/14: 5:00 pm Mass - Fr. Wilson @ Mass Intentions
Sat 6/14 Candy & L.C. Dodson (MM Clymer)
Sun 6/M5 George Duket  (Knights of Columbus) "'"“JL
Sun 6/15: 9:00 am Mass - Fr. Dominic é x
Mon 6/16: No Service
Tues 6/17: 9:00 am Communion Service
Adoration 9:30 am - 12:30 pm
Adoration 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Wed 6/18: No Service
10:30 am Bible Study
3:00 pm Cenacles of Life
Thurs 6/19: No Service
9:30 am Legion of Mary SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Fri 6/20: 9:00 am Communion Service
9:30 am Rosary Makers
Sat 6121 5:00 pm Mass - Fr. Dominic Sunday: THE FEAST OF THE MOST HOLY TRINITY This so-
Sun 6/22: 9:00am Mass - Fr. Uche lemnity honors the Christian doctrine of the Trinity, which en-
Mon 6/23 No Service , compasses the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is a signifi-
Tues 6/24: HOLY SPIRIT OFFICE OPENS - Bridget returns cant feast in the liturgical calendar, reflecting on the mystery of
9:00 am Communion Service the Holy Trinity and its central role in Christian faith and life. The
Adoration 9:30 am - 12:30 pm feast was established by Pope John XXl in 1334, emphasizing
Adoration 6:00 pm - 7:00 pm the importance of the Trinity in Christian worship. (EWTN Global
Wed 6/25: :‘:Z?:mceB'bl S Catholic Television Network).
:30 am Bible Study
3:00 pm Cenacles of Life
Thurs 6/26: No Service
9:30 am Legion of Mary i
Fri 6/27: 9:00 am Communion Service Thursday: St. Romuald, Abbot (from Ravenna; founded the Camal- 1-&.‘_

9:30 am Rosary Makers

I lox ¢ thie rzian

dofese hermits, today numbering about 100 members; urged contemplative k
prayer through solitude, silence, and fasting.
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“jmm the desk of: Deacon John Evdag 1
The Most Holy Trinity

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity. It's a day for us to dwell upon the Mystery of one God in three persons; the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit. When | say Mystery, it truly is that. Mere humans cannot fully comprehend three separate persons, each of them 100% God, being one God.

But we fry to understand. And there are several popular examples that help us to try to envision this idea.

There's the example of modalism. Think of water. It can be ice, liquid or steam but whatever its condition, it's always H20. Three entities in one matter. But
this doesn't work with the Trinity because God is always three different persons at the same time. Water can only be one of those depending on the external
temperature. God isn't defined by external influences.

There’s the model of fitles. Recognizing each person of God by His function as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. | am a father, a son and a husband depending
on who I'm addressing. But this doesn't apply to the Trinity of God because these are three roles that one person plays, not three distinct persons.

Then there's the model of subsets. A three leaf clover, three separate leaves makes one clover. An egg being the shell, white and yolk. The board of direc-
tors of a company is made up of a CEQ, CFO and COO. Each individual is a portion of the whole. But these examples disregard that each of the three dis-
tinct persons of God are 100% fully God and not simply a subset of a greater entity. God cannot be cut up into three pieces of a pie.

Granted, these examples help us to consider the Trinity, even though we recognize that they are incomplete. But that's okay. That's where our faith in God
prevails as we believe that with Him all things are possible and we accept that we don't fully understand. So instead we turn our attention onto what the
Trinity is and why it's important to us.

The Trinity defines who our God is. We believe in one God, but we also believe that God is pure love. Before creation of man, without the Trinity, who would
God have loved if there was only one person of God? Himself alone? That would be narcissistic and impure. Through the Trinity, we are given an aware-
ness of the purity of God's love in the relationship of complete love between the three persons of God.

And this helps us to appreciate His loving relationship with us. Because the Father, Son, and Spirit were perfectly unified before the creation of the world,
we know that He did not create us out of a desire to fill a void of love. He didn't need to create us, He was perfectly fulfilled without us. Yet He lovingly chose
to create us, inviting us in to enjoy the outpouring of His infinite love within His creation.

In that fove for us, each person of the Trinity brings forth the purpose of the Salvation Plan for mankind. God the Father, the Creator, in His infinite love
chose to make man in His image. Through sin, man fell from that perfect image and was separated from God. But God did not desert man. Instead God
progressively brought man into a deeper knowledge of Him. At the precise time, God the Son, in His love, was incarnated into man to be the perfect sacri-
fice that would not only reunite man with God, but would also establish eternal life with God through His restrrection. In love, God the Son ascended into
heaven to intercede for man to God the Father. Yet God still did not desert man. God the Holy Spirit, in His love, was sent to place Himself within man to be
our teacher and wisdom in leading us to God. God the Spirit led man to build His Church so that man could experience and grow within himself the love of
others.

What amazing love our Triune God holds for us. And just as the three persons of the Trinity are mysteriously united as one, we're united with the Trinity, too,
in our mission as His Church throughout the world. We are sent forward according to the plan of the Father, for obedience to the Son, in the holiness of the
Spirit. And the more correctly we perceive Him in the Trinity, the more deeply we can love Him, and the more passionately we can join Him in His work
throughout the world.

Holy Spirit Food Ministry

Our monthly Fill-a-bag to Fight Hunger Ministry is this week-
end. Please pick up a grocery bag in the Narthex after Mass on
June 14th & 15th. Then, return the filled bag the following week.
Filled bags can be placed in the bin outside the church office or
. i . handed to 3 Food Ministry member. Thank you for your contin-
® REMINDER: Holy Spirit Offices are closed this week— x ued support of this cruciarlyministky that seer.s our cc);mmuni’cy at

Bridget is on vacation. Please contact Deacon John Holly Lake Ranch and its surrounding area.

for any urgent matters (you can find his phone num-

ber is in the bulletin).

Special Announcements

If you know of anyone in our Holly Lake Community that might
need our contributions, please acquire a name and phone num-
® Fr. Ariel's “Farewell Masses” will be June 28/29, The par- |  ber. Please remember that the family does not have to be a mem-
ber of Holy Spirit ‘s Community.

ish is invited to a farewell get-together immediately fol- >
Bob Mailliard (503-559-6022) o r Bryan Todd (972-672-4218)

lowing the 9:00 am Mass on Sunday, June 29th.

® On July 1st, Holy Spirit will welcome Fr. Francis O’Dowd. Holy Spirit Knights of Columbus

We will be sharing Fr. 0’Dowd with Our Lady, Queen of We support the following seminarians financially and
Angels Mission in Overton, TX. Due to the traveling dis- spiritually; Mr. Steven Bernasconi attending Notre Dame Sewmi-
tance, both churches will have new Mass times on Sun-
day mornings. Holy Spirit's Mass will begin at 8:30 am
(change from 9:00 am ) and the Mission’s Mass will begin
at 11:30 am (change from 11:00 am).

nary; Mr. Luke Davis attending Kenrick-Glennon Seminary; Mr.
Joseph Fiorentino attending St. Mary’s Seminary; and soon to be
ordained Deacon Christopher Orajiaka attending Notre Dame
Seminary. Please keep them in your prayers.
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A PASTORAL LETTER
TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD
IN THE D10CESE OF TYLER

am very grateful for the warm welcome I

have received here in the Diocese of Tyler.
This has been true ever since being installed as
your bishop on February 24, just over 100 days
ago. Since that time, I have traveled around
many parts of the diocese and have met many
of the clergy and people who make up this
local Church. [ have many more places to visit
and people to meet in order to understand as
fully as possible the reality of the diocese and
how best to serve you as your bishop.

As I have been getting to know the clergy
and people of the diocese, I have also been
pondering what the mission of this local
Church is at this time. Of course, the mission
is given to us by Jesus. It isn’t something to
be determined on our part as much as to be
discovered, received as a gift, and responded
to in faith, hope and love. I have also been
praying to know what conversion of heart is
needed on my part to serve the Lord here and
to serve you in His name.

Pope Leo XIV offered some guidance on this

KELLY

at the end of his first homily on May 9, the day
after his election. Addressing the cardinals in
the Sistine Chapel and speaking about those,
himself included, who have positions of
authority in the church, he spoke of the need
“to move aside so that Christ may remain, to
make oneself small so that he may be known
and glorified (cf. Jn 3:30, “he must increase; I
must decrease”), to spend oneself to the utmost
so that all may have the opportunity to know
and love him.”?

Saint Paul showed this same attitude in his
ministry of preaching, teaching and suffering
to bring Christ to birth in those to whom he was
sent. He speaks of himself as a mother in labor
“until Christ be formed in you” (Gal 4:19).

How is it that Christ is formed in us? How
can the Word of God become flesh in us anew
so that we begin again each day to follow the
Lord? How do people in our culture and time
encounter the beauty of Christ and allow their
hearts to be captivated by Him anew as He
makes all things new (cf. Rev 21:5)? And how
do we share this treasure with others, especially
those who live without it, by giving an account
for this hope which is ours (cf. 1 Pt 3:15)?

The Lord invites us to become missionary
disciples of hope. Pope Francis reminded us of
this often:

Every Christian is a missionary to the extent
that he or she has encountered the love of God
in Christ Jesus: we no longer say that we are
“disciples” and “missionaries”, but rather that
we are always “missionary disciples”. If we are
not convinced, let us look at those first disciples,
who, immediately after encountering the gaze
of Jesus, went forth to proclaim him joyfully:
“We have found the Messiah!” (Jn 1:41)
- Evangelii Gaudium, 120

In this pastoral letter I would like to offer
some brief reflections on being missionary
disciples and people of hope.

Our Mission in East Texas:
Missionary Disciples of Hope

What is our mission as the Church in East



Texas in 2025, where Catholics make up only
8-10% of the population? How do we go out
to others in Jesus’ name, with the power of
his Spirit, and with a hope that burns in our
hearts? How do we keep our eyes on him, and
keep him at the center of our hearts?

In that same homily on May 9, Pope Leo
reflected on Peter’s response to Jesus “you are
the Christ, the Son of the living God” from
Matthew 16:15. Pope Leo noted that Peter
understood two things: the gift that had been
given to him; and the need to allow himself to
be changed by the gift.?

God has also given a gift to each of us as
individuals, and also to all of us together. The
gift to work together in this time and place,
to labor with the authority each of us has, to
spend ourselves to the utmost so that others
may have the opportunity to know and love
Jesus. This is not the work and concern of only
a few. Rather, it is the mission of each of the
baptized. We are called to discern and live this
mission together.

The Centrality of Hope

Recognizing that we are missionary
disciples leads us to consider the central
importance of hope, and how hope
fundamentally defines our lives as Christians.
Pope Benedict XVI, in his encyclical on Hope,
Spe Salvi, reminded us:

We see how decisively the self-understanding
of the early Christians was shaped by their
having received the gift of a trustworthy hope,
-when we compare the Christian life with the
life prior to faith, or with the situation of the
followers of other religions. Paul reminds the
Ephesians that before their encounter with
Christ they were “without hope and without
God in the world” (Eph 2:12). Of course he
knew they had had gods, he knew they had
had a religion, but their gods had proved
questionable, and no hope emerged from
their contradictory myths. Notwithstanding
their gods, they were “without God” and
consequently found themselves in a dark
world, facing a dark future. In nihil ab
nihilo quam cito recidimus (How guickly

we fall back from nothing to nothing): so
says an epitaph of that period...we see as a
distinguishing mark of Christians the fact that
they have a future: it is not that they know the
details of what awaits them, but they know in
general terms that their life will not end in
emptiness. Only when the future is certain
as a positive reality does it become possible to
live the present well...The dark door of time,
of the future, has been thrown open. The one
who has hope lives differently; the one who
hopes has been granted the gift of a new life.
- Spe Salvi, 2

Divine Hope is born of love and based on the
love springing from the pierced heart of Jesus
upon the cross: “For if while we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God through the death
of his Son, much more surely, having been
reconciled, will we be saved by his life” (Rom
5:19). That life becomes manifest in our own life
of faith, which begins with Baptism, develops
in openness to God’s grace and is enlivened by
a hope constantly renewed and confirmed by
the working of the Holy Spirit.

By his perennial presence in the life of the
pilgrim Church, the Holy Spirit illumines
all believers with the light of hope. He keeps
that light burning, like an ever-burning lamp,
to sustain and invigorate our lives. Christian
hope does not deceive or disappoint because
it is grounded in the certainty that nothing and
no one may ever separate us from God’s love.

Hope “does not disappoint because the love
of God has been poured out into our lives
through the holy Spirit that has been given to
us” (Rom 5: 5). Here we see the reason why this
hope perseveres in the midst of trials. Founded
on faith and nurtured by charity, it enables us
to press forward in life. As Saint Augustine
observes, “Whatever our state of life, we
cannot live without these three dispositions
of the soul, namely, to believe, to hope and to
love” (Spes non Confundit, 3).

Unity of Mission

In coming to know the wonderful people and
the vast territory of our diocese, I recognize
there is a great desire for unity of mission in



service of Christ and His Church. When the
Diocese of Tyler was established in 1987, the
area was recognized as part of the “bible belt”
of the United States. Yet now secularization has
taken a toll on the culture of East Texas, and we
find ourselves in an increasingly post-Christian
milieu. Itis in these circumstances that we have
received a mandate to be missionary disciples
of hope, to bring the light of the Gospel to
people who have never heard it or don’t think
they have anything to gain from it.

In considering how to put into words the
mission of our Church, I want to refer to Pope
Leo’s address to the cardinals on May 10, two
days after his election. He said the following:

I would like us to renew together today our
complete commitment to the path that the
universal Church has now followed for decades
in the wake of the Second Vatican Council.
Pope Francis masterfully and concretely set it
forth in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii
Gaudium, from which I would like to
highlight several fundamental points:

1) the return to the primacy of Christ in
proclamation (cf. No. 11);

2) the missionary conversion of the entire
Christian community (cf. No. 9);

3) growth in collegiality and synodality (cf.
No. 33);

4) attention to the sensus fidei (cf. Nos.
119-120), especially in its most authentic
and inclusive forms, such as popular piety
(cf. No. 123);

5) loving care for the least and the rejected
(cf. No. 53);

6) courageous and trusting dialogue with
the contemporary world in its various
components and realities (cf. No. 84; Second
Vatican Council, Pastoral Constitution
Gaudium et Spes, 1-2).°

This complete commitment to the path of
our Holy Church is the proper response to
the mandate of Jesus Christ. As the Diocese of
Tyler approaches its 40th anniversary in 2027,
itis a good time to take a fresh look at how we
live out our response to the mission, and how
we should live as missionary disciples of hope.

Some Next Steps

This brief pastoral letter has expressed in a
preliminary way the reality of our identity as
missionary disciples of hope. The following
are some first steps that we will undertake
to develop a pastoral plan to support our
missionary work of proclaiming Jesus Christ.
Some are upcoming events already scheduled,
that will help with the further unfolding of this
plan and serve to develop a common vision:
Missionary disciples of hope. Others are in the
initial planning stages:

1. Upcoming events:

¢ Diocesan Formation Conference on
Saturday, August 2

e DCYC (Diocesan Catholic Youth
Conference) on Saturday, October 4

2. A taskforce to be established to focus on
mission and vision for our Church.

3. The diocesan Offices of Family Life and
Faith Formation will be working in close
collaboration to best foster faith-filled
disciples and holy families.

4. As a follow up on the self-assessments the
parishes provided before my arrival, work
will begin on developing a diocesan-wide
process for listening.

Pentecost

As we celebrate Pentecost and I complete
my first 100 days as your bishop, I am filled
with gratitude for the opportunity given to me
to serve you in this ministry. T have many times
been deeply moved in meeting so many good
people of faith, and hearing of their joys and
sorrows, and of their deep love for Christ and
His Church. Let us be united in prayer that we
may all have an openness to the Holy Spirit as
we begin to intentionally focus on growing as a
community of missionary disciples witnessing
to the saving hope which is Jesus Christ. May
our efforts be fruitful to the Glory of God.

At the end of his life, ill and dying, Saint
Francis of Assisi told his fellow friars, “Let us
begin, brothers, to serve the Lord God, for up
until now we have done little or nothing.” His
first biographer Thomas of Celano comments



on the saint’s exhortation: “[Francis] did not
consider that he had already attained his goal,
but tireless in pursuit of holy newness, he
constantly hoped to begin again.”

My brothers and sisters, let us begin again.
As Jesus said to the Apostles, he says to each
of us “You did not choose me; I chose you” (Jn
15:16); to be genuine disciples committed to the
mission of Christ. To begin to understand the
gift of Christ’s life in us, initiated in Baptism,
strengthened in Confirmation, nourished
constantly by the Eucharist, and purified by
Penance. Following our Holy Father’s first
homily and his reflection on Peter, we can
pray to see the gifts God has given each one
of us, gifts as unique and irreplaceable as that
given to Peter and to his successors through
the centuries, gifts of fundamental importance,
with consequences in our lives in time and in
eternity, and to receive fully these gifts and to
allow ourselves to be changed by them.

As we celebrate the Solemnity of Pentecost,
we recall the initial gift of the Holy Spirit to the
apostles for the mission to the ends of the earth.
This gift is given to us anew and is poured
out each day upon us, in abundance, for the
mission that is given to us now in East Texas.

We live in this world as pilgrims for only
a short time. This world which struggles in
so many ways is very quickly passing away.
As Pope Francis wrote in his initial Apostolic
Exhortation in 2013, The Joy of the Gospel:

The Holy Spirit works as he wills, when he
wills and where he wills; we entrust ourselves
without pretending to see striking results. We
know only that our commitment is necessary.
Let us learn to rest in the tenderness of the arms
of the Father amid our creative and generous
commitment. Let us keep marching forward;
let us give him everything, allowing him to
make our efforts bear fruit in his good time.
- Evangelii Gaudium, 279

Notes

! Leo XIV, “Homily at the Holy Mass Pro Ecclesia Celebration by the Roman Pontiff with the
Cardinals” (Rome, May 9, 2025).

2 Ibid.

3 Leo XIV, “Address of His Holiness Pope Leo XIV to the College of Cardinals” (Rome,
May 10, 2025),

* Horan, Dandel P. “Making All Things New and Beginning Again.” America Magazine,
November 26, 2013.

| May Almighty God bless us, our families, and

all those in need. May He stir into flame the
gift of the Holy Spirit given to each of us. May
our dear Mother Mary accompany us with her
prayers and inspire us to make her example of
trusting faith our own. May she accompany us
along every step our pilgrimage in this life.

Vew con nosolros @ caninar,
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Given on the Solemnity of Pentecost in the
Jubilee Year of Hope, 2025.






